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UM FOUNDATION HIRES NEW PRESIDENT
M ISSOULA—
Laura Brehm, currently vice president and national director of development for the San
Francisco-based Trust for Public Land, will join The University of Montana Foundation Aug.
l'as president and chief executive officer.
Selected through a national search, Brehm will succeed Sharen Peters, who retires June
30.
Brehm has worked 30 years in advancement, almost exclusively in higher education,
except for her current position at TPL where she and her team raised $29.3 million last year.
Before that she was at the University of California, Berkeley, most recently as assistant dean
for development and alumni relations at the Haas School of Business.
While at UC Berkeley, Brehm was involved in several large capital campaigns - the
last one a $75 million effort for the business school’s endowment, faculty support and
programs.
Brehm was pleased to be chosen for the UM position.
“This is an exceptional opportunity to build on the accomplishments of the Foundation
staff led by Sharen Peters and to work with the Foundation’s board of trustees, President
George Dennison and UM ’s faculty, alumni and campus community to further the mission of
this great University,” she said.
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In announcing Brehm’s appointment, Deborah Doyle McWhinney, chair of the
,UM Foundation Board of Trustees, said, “Our effort to recruit a new president has paid a
great dividend in Laura Brehm. She brings to the University and Foundation a wealth of
experience as a skillful administrator and a fund-raiser with a proven record of success.
Through the years, Laura has spent considerable time in Montana. She has a great appreciation
for the state and for the prestige of The University of Montana. We look forward to welcoming
her.”
Brehm said she and her husband were “looking forward to settling in Missoula and
enjoying life in one of the most beautiful places in America.”
An anthropology graduate of UC Berkeley, Brehm received the Chancellor’s
Excellence in Management Award in 1999 and the 2000 Berkeley Citation - the university’s
highest award for achievement and service.
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